
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Thursday, August 7, 2014 

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council Chambers, 
75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael Fasulo, Vice Chairman David Kanute, Commissioners Bryan Meccariello 
and Peter Romano; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay. 
Absent/Excused:  Commissioner Michael DeFeo; Assistant Superintendent of Parks Michael Manware. 
 
Chairman Fasulo welcomed new Commissioner Bryan Meccariello.  He is replacing Joanne Palmieri.  He 
has some great ideas and we look forward to working with him. 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Romano, to accept the Minutes of the 
June 5, 2014 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:  
1. Don Sisson - Southington Lions Club.  Mr. Sisson handed out packets of information to the 
commissioners regarding his idea to create an event on the trail in conjunction with National Trails Day.  
It would be a day-long event of arts and music.  The trail is beautiful and the club would like to showcase 
it with a fun event that would also help people in need and increase business for the businesses located 
near the trail.  Dawn Miceli gave more information on the planned project.  There would be two musical 
events between Center Street and Dean’s Stove in Plantsville.  They would want to use the mobile stage.  
Mary DeCroce said there would be artists throughout the area so people can interact with them.  She will 
also create a mural throughout the day.  They are seeking the board’s approval.  Then they will seek 
corporate support to help defray the costs. 
 
Discussion followed on other details, such as a website where people can buy a pass to hear the music 
acts.  It was understood by all that the trail would not be closed and that it is open to the public.  Since 
Southington doesn’t have a celebratory event for National Trails Day, the group thought that would be a 
good day to have it.  Mrs. Miceli said she is also a member of the Chamber of Commerce Central 
Business Alliance and would solicit those members to be part of the event.  Commissioner Meccariello 
suggested a podcast while you are walking on the trail.  Include the history of the trail, the town, talk 
about the businesses in the area, etc.  Ms. DeCroce noted that there could be grant money available from 
the State Arts Council for a program that collaborates artists with other groups and this event may qualify.  
There would be no cost to the town. 
 
There was a question whether this needed to go before the Council.  It was the consensus that it should go 
to them as a courtesy, as the Because of 26 event did.  Chairman Fasulo said it was a good idea.  Anyone 
who uses the trail needs to be sure it is accessible to everyone in town.  Need to check with Mark Sciota 
for any liability issues as well.   
 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Romano, to support this project 
moving forward.  Mr. Lapreay said we would have to find a spot for the stage.  Two locations would be 
difficult.  Mr. Sisson said he may be able to get a second stage.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
2. Pamela DePaolo - DePaolo Furniture.  Ms. DePaolo spoke about parking issues when the Music on 
the Green concert is held on Thursday nights.  She said people are parking in her private parking lot.  She 
suggested that perhaps another police officer who could walk around on Center Street could ease the 
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problem.  She understands it is a police matter when people park illegally but believed something could 
be done since it happens during a Park & Recreation event.  She also thought that better directional 
signage pointing to appropriate parking areas might help, especially for out of towners who are not 
familiar with Southington.  She also said the website for Music on the Green gives a lot of information 
but there is no mention of where to park for the concert.  Discussion followed regarding Center Street 
being public parking.  Chairman Fasulo said we have new signs that will be used for events such as the 
concerts, Apple Festival, Italian Festival, etc.  He believes they will help.  Mr. Lapreay said we can add 
parking information to the website.  He said they already pay for three police officers, two for crossing 
people on Main Street, and one at the Center Street/Apple Alley area for safety.  There is also a regular 
patrol officer on duty.  The town is building another parking lot across from Paul Gregory’s; hopefully by 
next summer it will help out. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  None. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay gave a program update.  The playground camp is wrapping up this week.  It was fantastic; he 
received several compliments.  Every session sold out.  Summer theater program is over.  Tennis wraps 
up next Friday.  Men’s and women’s softball has playoff games this week.  He did not receive any 
complaints about the bats.  He will send something out in the next few days for the fall; will probably 
start mid-September.  Music on the Green is going well.  There are three shows left.  We’ve had great 
crowds and some new bands this year.  Kids Series at Rec Park wraps up in two weeks.  They have been 
getting about 100 people each week.  Swim lessons had a great turnout.  There have been no issues with 
the pools.  Memorial Pool will close the week school starts and Rec Pool will probably close the second 
week of September.  Bus trips continue to be slow.  We’ve had only 6-10 people per trip but we are not 
committed to a certain amount.  Mr. Lapreay will meet with the tour group and see about offering some 
new things.   
 
Pavilion rentals are booming.  Just about every Saturday and Sunday are booked.  There are no arguments 
with the fees.  Commissioner Kanute asked if we can draw from the fees to maintain the buildings.  Mr. 
Lapreay said yes, we would have to ask for an appropriation.  In response to a question, Mr. Lapreay said 
the fee for the small pavilion at Rec Park is a flat $50 with no security deposit; the Community Pavilion is 
$100 security deposit which is refundable and rental starts at $50 and goes to $250 depending on the 
amount of people, for-profit, etc. 
 
Turf field:  for the fall Mr. Lapreay is working with Eric Swallow scheduling midget football, youth 
soccer and a new touch football program for adults.  Girls’ softball Sand Lot program was started this 
summer at Panthorn Park free to minor kids.  It is a kind of pick up style.  They expected 20 and filled up 
quickly.  They are happy with it and will continue. 
 
Adult soccer, not associated with youth soccer, plays on Wednesday evenings.  They have always used 
Rec Park for their games and then went to Kennedy.  Due to construction they can’t use Kennedy.  Mr. 
Lapreay is looking at other options. 
 
Update on lighting of the fields.  Mr. Lapreay met with Mark Sciota a few times.  Also met with Jeff 
Pooler, electrical inspector, to go through each site - Massarelli Field, Western Little League and the all 
purpose field at the drive in.  These sites do not have the electrical requirements available.  Mark Sciota 
asked Jeff to come back with some estimated costs.  Mr. Lapreay will keep the board updated. 
 
Middle School gyms should be available for fall and winter use.  The two construction managers said 
there should be no issues for their use without the security measures we used last year.  Mr. Lapreay sent 
a thank you letter to each of the Dog Park Committee members for all they have done.  The letter was in 
the packet. 
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Motion was made by Commissioner Kanute, seconded by Commissioner Romano, to accept the report of 
the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Mr. Manware’s written report was in the packet.  Mr. Lapreay touched on a couple of items.  A few 
meetings were held on the design for Memorial Park.  Commissioner Romano was also involved.  They 
came back with a full scale plan.  We asked them to cut back a bit on the size of the buildings.  The plans 
will be brought back to the board to talk about needs.  Commissioner Romano said our intent is we want 
to make sure we are giving them the right product and let the Town Council make changes if necessary.  
Steve Wlodkowski has been doing a good job with it. 
 
Solar farm:  the town is moving to put solar panels on the Plantsville School roof and on the old skating 
rink at Rec Park.  The Town Council already approved the project to go forward.  Greenskies made a 
presentation to them.  The Eagle Scout project on the trail is almost done.  It looks fantastic.  We will find 
out when it will be officially open and announce it. 
 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of Parks.  
Seconded by Commissioner Meccariello.  Mr. Lapreay added that bids went out for repairs to the tennis 
courts at Recreation Park.  They will go before the Town Council at their next meeting.  Motion carried. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS:  
Commissioner Kanute said he has been approached by both football leagues.  There is a strong feeling 
this is the time they should be combined.  They will start talks next month with a small committee.  He 
will sit in on all the meetings.  In response to a question, the current presidents are Mike Goralski and 
George Cardozo. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
Commissioner Romano commented that the Blue Storm travel baseball group has had an impact on the 
leagues.  George Costanzo stepped back a bit and the new people are not as organized.  They need to be 
aware of the damage to our other leagues.  We need to make sure we do our due diligence.  Mr. Lapreay 
said one person needs to coordinate with the leagues for field space to avoid confusion. 
 
Chairman Fasulo said he would like to get back to the standardizing of subsidies for the leagues.  He 
asked that it be put on the agenda for next time.  It would be in executive session.  He will refresh himself 
and send an email to commissioners with some ideas for discussion. 
   
NEW BUSINESS: 
Commissioner Meccariello said he read all the agendas and minutes of the board for the year to get up to 
speed on what the board has been doing.  He also looked at the website and the mission statement.  He 
talked about some ideas he had. He would like to explore revisiting Section 312 of the Charter which is 
this board.  It is antiquated.  He would like to have our parks designated as tobacco free; several towns 
have it.  It would go with the mission statement and would prevent fires.  He would also like to promote 
Parks and Rec.  For instance, perhaps have an overnight campout with fathers and sons, mothers and 
daughters.  Get kids involved in the evening.  Chairman Fasulo asked him to email his suggestions to the 
board and we can put it on the agenda. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Commissioner Romano made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner 
Meccariello and carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


